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Description: 

Students will compare and contrast Canada and the US to learn the similarities and differences.
Objectives:

1.   Students will be able to describe similarities and differences between the U.S. and Canadian 
      economies, cultures, and systems of government. (See attached chart: “U.S. & Canada: How 
      Are We the Same?  How Are We Different?)

2.   Students will be able to explain how differences in the geography, climate, and history of each 
      nation have influenced its social culture and political system.
3. Students will be able to compare and contrast alternate forms of democracy and appreciate how particular political perspectives alter judgments about which systems are “best”.
Standards:

Washington State Social Studies Standards met by this unit:

· History # 2.  The student applies the methods of social science investigation to investigate, compare, and contrast interpretations of historical events.

· Geography #2.  The student understands the complex physical and human characteristics of places and regions.

· Geography #3.  The student observes and analyzes the interaction between people, the environment, and culture.

· Geography #4.  The student analyzes the purposes and organization of governments and laws.

Procedures:
· At the outset, students will assess what they know about Canada and its political system through    

 
brainstorming, taking a short written pre-test, and drawing a free-hand map of North America, 

detailing Canadian boundaries, provinces, cities, bodies of water, etc.
· Sudents will read “People and the Land” (pp. 3-5, Canada: Northern Neighbor) and “A Land of 
      Regions” (pp. 15-18). The teacher will lead a  short unit on the geography and climate of Canada
      and the United States.  

· The teacher will show a video on the variety of regions and environments in Canada, and students 

       will compare and contrast the natural settings with the geography of the U.S.

· Students will read material on the Canadian provinces and territories, such as pp. 9-13 in Canada:  

      Northern Neighbor.

· Students will read material on Canada’s expansionist history, such as “Canada Past” on pp. 21-30         

      of Canada: Northern Neighbor.

· The teacher will discuss how the U.S. has influenced Canada and similarities and differences with 

      US history.

· Students will read the section on “Government” on pp. 41-50 of Canada and will review US 

      Declaration of Independence and Canadian constitution.  Teacher will compare Canadian and US
      political systems as well as current political issues and differences.

· Students will learn about Canada’s multi-cultural society by video and reading, such as pp. 52-59 in 

      Canada: Northern Neighbor

· Students will write and discuss which system is “best” in meeting various objectives or goals.

Assessment:

Students will be expected to write and defend orally a comparison-contrast essay on the two systems as a culminating activity in an essay form.  They will also be tested in frequent quizzes. A thumbnail comparison of relevant material is contained on the attached table.

UNITED STATES & CANADA:  HOW ARE WE THE SAME?  HOW ARE WE DIFFERENT?

BOTH
UNITED STATES
CANADA

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Primarily English in heritage
Created by revolution - 1776
Created by evolution – 1867

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Representative governments
A liberal democracy 
A social democracy


Based on open adversarial conflict
Based on accommodation, negotiation Emphasis on individual rights:
Emphasis on pragmatism & flexibility:


“life, liberty, pursuit of happiness”
 “peace, order, good government”
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Federal systems
Separation of powers
Fusion of powers 


Strong central government over states
Very devolved; provinces have more power

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________

Most of both nations lie between
Further south
Further north

the Equator and Arctic Circle
Longer growing season
Marginal growing season


Rich soil
Glacial erosion – limited soil

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Expansionist nations
Manifest Destiny – removal of natives
Accommodation with hostile environment


Frontier thesis – strengthening individual-
Sparse settlement and benign neglect


ism self-reliance, direct democracy
toward aboriginal peoples

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________

Nations of immigrants
Melting pot – pressure to Americanize:
Cultural mosaic – multicultural toleration:


e.g. Hispanics
e.g. French speakers

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Free enterprise opportunities
Emphasis on competition
Emphasis on cooperation

& high standard of living
Early manufacturing absorbed immigrants
Largely resource-based economy limited


as cheap labor
immigration or required outmigration

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Governments serve their citizens
Protect individual rights and freedoms: 
Promote general welfare



Primacy of private sector
Primacy of public sector


Emphasis on equal opportunity
Emphasis on services & transfer of payments


Largely private health care
Universal prepaid health care
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